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CHAPTER 

An act to add Section 11451.8 to the Welfare and Institutions
Code, relating to public social services, and making an
appropriation therefor.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 188, Simitian. CalWORKs eligibility: income: California
National Guard earnings and payments.

Existing law establishes various public assistance programs,
including the CalWORKs program, which provides cash
assistance to needy families meeting certain income eligibility
standards.

This bill would provide that for purposes of determining
eligibility for assistance and benefits under the CalWORKs
program, the income of the family shall not include earnings or
payments acquired from active duty in the California National
Guard, to the extent that those funds are available to a family
seeking or receiving CalWORKs aid, unless the total family
income exceeds 150% of the federal poverty level.

Because state funds are continuously appropriated to pay for a
share of the cost of CalWORKs benefits and because this bill
would increase the amount of assets which certain individuals
would be able to possess for purposes of determining eligibility
for the CalWORKs program, this bill would constitute an
appropriation.

Because the bill would impact the eligibility of recipients for
CalWORKs benefits and because each county is required to pay
for a share of the cost of, and to administer and determine
eligibility for aid grants under, that program, this bill would
constitute a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by
the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making
that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State
Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the
state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to
these statutory provisions.
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Appropriation: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  Section 11451.8 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

11451.8.  For purposes of determining eligibility for
assistance and benefits under subdivision (a) of Section 11450
and Section 11450.12, income of the family shall not include
earnings or payments acquired from active duty in the California
National Guard, to the extent that those funds are available to a
family seeking or receiving aid under this chapter, unless the
total family income exceeds 150 percent of the federal poverty
level.

SEC. 2.  If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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